A CONVERSATION WITH KAO KALIA YANG

What research did you
undertake in writing
your award-winning
book?

All my life | had been
listening to the stories of my
family and the explanations
for the life we were living
in: the refugee camps,
the housing projects, the
government subsidized
houses, and the moldy
houses. When | decided
to write a book, | began
reading all that the world
remembered (in English)
on the Hmong and what
happened in the Secret
War in Laos. Collectively,
the writing was a piecing
together of what my
family lived through and
the details of a war and its
consequences on a people
- mostly forgotten if ever
known.

How long did it take
to complete The
Latehomecomer?

| began writing the book in
2003 as my grandmother
was passing away. | finished
it in 2007, and it was
published in 2008.

What interesting
challenges did you
encounter in writing
the book?

The most interesting
challenge was the structure
of the book. | couldn’t see
it as such for a long time,
because | was too keenly
aware of how the story

would continue beyond

the book - because any
ending and/or beginning felt
arbitrary.

What do you hope your
readers take away from
The Latehomecomer?

| hope that they will see
pieces of themselves
reflected in the story I've
written. | hope that they
will understand that the
human story is more
powerful than the places,
the languages and the
cultures that enable it.

How does being a
Minnesotan inform
your writing?

This is the BEST state in
which to be a young writer.
Here, people invite writers
into their homes so that
they can understand the
story better. A writer does
not come from a family
alone; he or she rises from
a community. This is the
landscape of my experience
- the foundations of my
understanding of a bigger
world.

What is your biggest
dream?

My father says that if you
dream in the right direction,
the dream only gets bigger.
You never wake up and the
dream never dies. | wanted
to be a writer. Now, | want
to live as a writer. | want to
inspire writers.

How do you most enjoy
spending time when you're
not writing?

I like to walk. | enjoy texting and
emailing, two forms of exercise
that enable and allow me to write.
| find peace in folding laundry and
doing dishes - productive daily
life tasks calm me down.
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The Latehomecomer
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