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SUMMARY:

The depths of national identities and the
real people who live them are examined
through these poems. Many of the poems
explore bodies, particularly the bodies of

indigenous women worldwide, as monuments - in
life, in photos, in graves, in traveling exhibitions, and
in plastic representations at the airport. There are
arguments with historians, archaeologists, William
Carlos Williams, and the deeply rooted, conflicting
myths of what being American is all about.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What is the collection’s main theme? To what
extent do themes and other connections tie the
poems together?

2. In what way(s) are bodies monuments?

3. Why does science demand desecration of
graves and bones? Is it necessary? Who owns a
body after death?

4. What has significance to you as a national
monument?

What would you want your monument to say?

6. What role does humor play in the collection?
Which poem(s) use humor most cleverly and
effectively?

7. Do you keep old photos that are not good shots,
not good enough for an album? Why or why not?

8. What historical, cultural, and/or scientific
insights did you gain in reading the collection?

9. What emotions, images, and memories do the
poems conjure up?

10. Which poem speaks most directly or deeply to
you, and why?

About Heid E. Erdrich:

A member of the Turtle Mountain Band of Ojibway, Heid Erdrich
grew up in Wahpeton, North Dakota. She earned degrees from
Dartmouth College and the John Hopkins University Writing
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For additional information about the author and her work, visit
www. heiderdrich.com.
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