
PRESENTED BY RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT

2011 WINNERS
Children’s Literature 

Sponsored by Books For Africa:
My Heart Is Like a Zoo

by Michael Hall
(Greenwillow Books/HarperCollins Publishers) 

General Nonfiction 
Sponsored by Minnesota AFL-CIO:

The Opposite of Cold:  
The Northwoods Finnish Sauna Tradition

by Michael Nordskog, photography by Aaron W. Hautala
(University of Minnesota Press)

Genre Fiction 
Sponsored by Marvin Windows and Doors:

The Tale of Halcyon Crane
by Wendy Webb

(Henry Holt & Company)

Memoir & Creative Nonfiction:
Carrier: Untangling the Danger in My DNA

by Bonnie J. Rough
(Counterpoint)

Minnesota 
Sponsored by Xcel Energy:

North Country: The Making of Minnesota
by Mary Lethert Wingerd

(University of Minnesota Press)

Novel & Short Story 
Sponsored by Anchor Trust:

Vestments
by John Reimringer
(Milkweed Editions)

Poetry 
Sponsored by Wellington Management:

Find the Girl
by Lightsey Darst

(Coffee House Press)

Young People’s Literature
Sponsored by Sit Investment Associates:

Blank Confession
by Pete Hautman
(Simon & Schuster)

Readers’ Choice Award
Sponsored by Pioneer Press and TwinCities•com 

News to Me:  
Adventures of an Accidental Journalist

by Laurie Hertzel
(University of Minnesota Press)

www.thefriends.org



CHECK OUT OUR STATE’S 

BEST BOOKS

For reading guides and additional information 
about the year-round activities of the Minnesota 

Book Awards, visit www.thefriends.org

The Minnesota Book Awards is a project of The Friends 
of the Saint Paul Public Library, with the City of Saint 
Paul and the Saint Paul Public Library. Bookmark 
publication supported by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), a Federal agency that fosters 
innovation, leadership, and a lifetime of learning; and 
the Minnesota Department of Education/State Library 
Agency, with funding under the provisions of the 
Library Services and Technology Act.

For reading guides and additional information 
about the year-round activities of the Minnesota 

Book Awards, visit www.thefriends.org


