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family. She has said that 
listening to her family’s 
stories has in some ways 
been her most significant 
literary influence. Both 
parents encouraged 
Louise and her siblings to 
write, her father paying 
a nickel apiece for their 
stories.

Louise earned her BA 
from Dartmouth College 
in 1976 and her MA 
from Johns Hopkins 
University in 1979. 
Her literary career has 
included serving as 
visiting poet and teacher 
at the North Dakota 
State Arts Council, 
writing instructor 
at Johns Hopkins 
University, poetry 
teacher in prisons, 
and communications 
director and editor of 
The Circle, a newspaper 
produced for and by 
the Native population 
in Boston. Louise 
was also employed 
as a beet weeder, 
waitress, psychiatric 
aide, lifeguard, and 
construction flag 
signaler.

During the period 
of 1978-1982, Louise 
published many poems 
and short stories. Her 

first novel, Love Medicine, 
was published in 1984, 
followed by The Beet Queen 
in 1986. Louise has won 
many national and local 
awards for her writing 
including four Minnesota 
Book Awards. The Plague 
of Doves was named a 
finalist for the Pulitzer 
Prize in Fiction. Other 
recent books by the author 
include:

The Red Convertible:  
Collected and New Stories 
1978-2008, 2009

The Porcupine Year 
(children’s), 2008

The Painted Drum (adult 
fiction), 2005

The Game of Silence 
(children’s), 2005

Four Souls (adult fiction), 
2004

Original Fire:  Selected and 
New Poems, 2003

The Master Butchers Singing 
Club (adult fiction), 2003

Books and Islands in Ojibwe 
Country (adult nonfiction), 
2003

Louise lives in Minneapolis 
and is the owner of 
Birchbark Books (www.
birchbarkbooks.com), 
a small, independent 
bookstore near Lake of the 
Isles in south Minneapolis.
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Literature

The Minnesota Book Awards 
is a statewide outreach 

program of The Friends of the 
Saint Paul Public Library in 
partnership with the Office 
of the Mayor of Saint Paul 

and the Saint Paul Public 
Library, and is supported by 

the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), a 

Federal agency that fosters 
innovation, leadership, and 

a lifetime of learning; and 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education/State Library 

Agency, with funding under 
the provisions of the Library 

Services and Technology 
Act (LSTA). For additional 

information, please call:  
651-366-6497



Sponsors and supporters of the 21st annual Minnesota Book Awards 
included: Barnes & Noble; The Boss Foundation; Common Good Books; The 
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts; The Huss Foundation; The Katherine 
B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation; Library Networks for 
Literature - A Project of the Public Programs Office of the American 
Library Association; The Loft Literary Center; Metropolitan Library Service 
Agency (MELSA); Minnesota Center for Book Arts; Minnesota Department 
of Education - State Library Services; Minnesota Educational Media 

Organization (MEMO); Minnesota Library Association (MLA); 
Minnesota Library Foundation; Minnesota Public Radio (MPR); 
Pioneer Press & TwinCities.com; The Red Balloon Bookshop; The 
Saint Paul Almanac; Saint Paul Neighborhood Network (SPNN); 
Secrets of the City; and Twin Cities Public Television (TPT).

For more information, please visit us online at www.thefriends.org, 
or call 651-222-3242

About Louise Erdrich:

Louise Erdrich is a Native American author of novels, 
short stories, nonfiction, poetry, and children’s books. 
The eldest of 
seven children, she 
was born in Little 
Falls, Minnesota, 
to parents Ralph 
Erdrich, a German-
American, and Rita 
Erdrich, of Ojibwe 
and French descent. 
Louise grew up in 
Wahpeton, North 
Dakota where her 
parents taught at 
the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs school.  

The oral tradition of Ojibwe storytelling was a part of 
Louise’s life as were the stories her father told about his 
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The Plague of Doves

SUMMARY:

The unsolved murder of a farm family 
haunts the small, white, off-reservation 
town of Pluto, North Dakota. The ven-
geance exacted for this crime, and the 
subsequent distortions of truth transform 
the lives of Ojibwe living on the nearby 
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9. What cultural and/or historical insights did 
you gain in reading the book?

10. The novel’s second to last paragraph reads, 
“The wind will blow. The devils rise. All who 
celebrate shall be ghosts. And there will be 
nothing but eternal dancing, dust on dust, 
everywhere you look.” What is meant by 
these lines?

reservation and shape the passions of both communi-
ties for the next generation. Bound by love and torn 
by history, the collective stories of the two com-
munities come together in a wrenching truth that is 
revealed in the novel’s final pages.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What are the book’s themes?

2. What is the symbolic meaning of the doves? 

3. The author uses individual stories to weave the 
overall plot. To what extent did these individual 
stories enrich your reading experience and/or did 
you experience them as a distraction?

4. In what ways does The Plague of Doves resemble a 
traditional mystery? Are there ways in which it 
differs from a traditional mystery?

5. How does your understanding of Mooshum 
change by the end of the book?

6. How does Evelina grow and change over time? 
What factors most shape her identity?

7. What is the significance of Evelina’s fascination 
with Paris?

8. How would the reading experience be different if 
the novel’s scope covered fewer generations and 
introduced fewer characters?
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