
“(My son) flat-out 
stopped reading, 
which scared me. 
I decided to write 
something I thought 
he’d like.”
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How long did it take to 
write Nothing Special?
It took about a year, total. 
But…I went to New York for 
BookExpo America in May 
2011 and dropped my com-
puter, which destroyed my 
hard drive.  I hadn’t backed 
anything up. The entire 
manuscript for the book was 
on it. I rewrote the thing 
completely in a very, very 
dramatic and feverish three 
weeks in June!

 
What do you hope your 
readers take away from 
your book?  
Don’t be reactionary.  
Remember, you’re not the 
only one who has problems. 
Forgive. Love what you do.

How and when did you 
first decide you wanted 
to be a writer?  
I first decided I’d like to be 
a writer in fifth grade. My 
first book was published 
twenty-seven years later, so 
it worked out. In some ways, 
Nothing Special is about my 
journey to publication. I had 
to learn not to write to be 
published, but because I love 
writing. Only then was I good 
enough to get published.
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What inspired you to 
write Nothing Special?
Nothing Special is the second 
book of three (Stupid Fast, 
Nothing Special, and I’m With 
Stupid) about this kid, Felton 
Reinstein. I was inspired to 
do the series because my 
almost-teenaged son sud-
denly grew a bunch, grew 
hair on his legs, and started 
smelling funky. At the same 
time, he flat-out stopped 
reading, which scared me. I 
decided to write something I 
thought he’d like.

What research did  
you undertake in  
writing your award-
winning book?
I visited the high school in 
the town where I grew up 
and asked a lot of questions 
of students about how they 
spend their time. I also 
drove around Fort Myers, 
Florida, where Felton and his 
brother end up, and took a 
lot of pictures, wrote down 
business names, walked the 
beach where they walk.

What interesting  
challenge did you 
encounter in writing  
this book?
Other than killing it by drop-
ping my computer? I started 
writing the book from the 
little brother’s perspective. 
I battled and battled to get 
his voice to work as a narra-
tor. Turned out, he was too 
mature, knew himself too 
well, had already “come of 
age” so he was kind of lousy 
as a YA narrator.  

A CONVERSATION WITH GEOFF HERBACH

Nothing Special

by Geoff Herbach

Sourcebooks Fire/Sourcebooks, inc

What is your biggest 
dream, for your writing 
career and/or another 
aspect of your life?  
I guess I never thought I’d 
get this far. I’m really excited 
to keep working, to see what 
comes.

How do you most enjoy 
spending time when 
you’re not writing?
I love playing Frisbee with  
my kids, going for runs, and 
eating enormous amounts 
of food with Steph, my wife, 
in several moderately priced 
Mankato restaurants.

How does being a  
Minnesotan inform  
your writing?
I was already thirty when I 
stumbled into a class at The 
Loft. If not for The Loft, I 
wouldn’t be writing at all. I 
found a hugely supportive, 
hugely smart writing commu-
nity at Hamline soon after.  
Now I teach in the MFA  
program at Minnesota State, 
Mankato. These Minnesota 
institutions have given me the 
education and encouragement 
to be a writer. Huge!
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The Minnesota Book Awards is a project of The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library, 
with the Saint Paul Public Library and the City of Saint Paul. This project is made possible 
by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, the primary source 
of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. Through grant 
making, policy development, and research, IMLS helps communities and individuals thrive 
through broad public access to knowledge, cultural heritage, and lifelong learning. The grant 
is administered by the Minnesota Department of Education/State Library Agency, with 
funding under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Statewide outreach partners include: the Loft Literary Center, Metropolitan 
Library Service Agency (MELSA); Minnesota Department of Education—State 
Library Services; Minnesota Educational Media Organization; Minnesota Library 
Foundation; and Council of Regional Public Library Service Administrators 
(CRPLSA). Major funding for the Book Awards was provided by the Harlan Boss 
Foundation for the Arts; the Huss Foundation; the Katherine B. Andersen Fund 
of The Saint Paul Foundation; the McKnight Foundation; a Library Services and 
Technology Act grant administered through the Office of State Library Services.
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ABOUT GEOFF HERBACH
Geoff Herbach is the author of the award-
winning Stupid Fast YA series. His books won the 
2011 Cybils Award for best YA novel, were selected 
for the Junior Library Guild, and listed in the year’s 
best by the American Library Association, the 
American Booksellers Association, and many state 
library associations. Geoff teaches creative writing 
at Minnesota State, Mankato. He lives in a log 
cabin with a tall wife.

Learn more about the author at www.geoffherbach.com

Nothing Special

SUMMARY
The second installment in Geoff Herbach’s  
Stupid Fast series, Nothing Special continues 
the story of star athlete Felton Reinstein over 
the summer as he travels to Florida to find his 
brother. Told completely in letters written by 
Felton to his girlfriend, Aleah, Felton’s travels  
help him to slowly realize that the things he  
does and the things that are happening to him  
are not without consequence.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. In chapter two Felton gets very excited when the plane 

takes off. What does this say about who he is?

2. In what ways does Felton lose his identity in the first 60 
pages of the book?

3. What is Felton wrestling with when he wonders if 
Peyton Manning would skip football practices to help 
his little brother?

4. What does Felton learn from being in Nashville?

5. How are Tovi and Felton similar? How are they 
different? Does Felton have anything to learn from Tovi?  

6. Why do you think Andrew wrote fake emails to Felton?

7. What does Felton learn from his bus trip? What does he 
get from his short relationship with Renee?

8. Why do you think both Grandpa Stan and Felton act so 
crazily on the tennis court? What’s driving their 
behavior?

9. Is it okay for someone to consider himself nothing 
special?

10. How does Felton change during the course of the book?


